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Round Il Complete
In re Groundwater Cases
Hartwell Redux
Water Quality Wins

The Supreme Court ruling in Hartwell v. Superior C
providers in the State of California. The decision created a
Commission ('PUC") against personal injury suits relating to
Court, and a trial, the Court of Appeals in In Re Groundwate
Dist., August 24, 2007 (NO. A112964), unraveled some of
doing so, this case provided specific guidance as to what
providers to avoid such suits in the future.

The litigation involved a set of coordinated cases brc
on the alleged ingestion of "contaminated water". The defen
as well as various businesses who were the alleged polluters.
demurrers by the PUC-regulated water utilities based on rul
jurisdiction. That conclusion rested on the long history of F
determination by water quality regulators that there have b
Supreme Court agreed that there was no jurisdiction, but on
unless it is alleged that the PUC-regulated water utilities viola

The Supreme Court's opinion touched off several yeal
the complexity, the municipal water utilities tried to jump on
any sense that two public water providers would be held to
and all the cases against them were dismissed.



